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Letters to the Editor

Dear Mr. Grieve:

The dermal ridge arrangements of Malcolm X (1925-1965) are far
different than those which we most commonly encounter. The right
thumb impression of Malcolm X was a radial loop with a horizontal
appearance. Two variables which influence the display of a given
pattern are gender and racial stock. However, considering the above
and all other known variables, radial loops have failed to provide a
display on the aforementioned digit at frequencies higher than one
percent. Further, the discovery of a horizontal loop upon the person of
another individual has not been noted in my seventeen years of study!
Most loop patterns are diagonal in appearance.

1.—Right Thumb

The radial loop is a minority pattern in so much as the definition can
be understood. Its counterpart, the ulnar loop, maintains the highest
frequency among all other patterns. Malcolm X also displayed variety
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any letter.

J. Forensic ldent.
47 (1), 1997\ 117



in the distribution of his dermatoglyphic configuration. Most individu-
als display patterns that are consistent with the patterns of the neighbor-
ing digits. In noting the three basic patterns, arch, loop, and the whorl
no particular pattern dominates in Malcolm’s overall display.

1
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1997 REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES FOR CHARTERED DIVISIONS

ALABAMA: James A, Coker, Hoover NEW JERSEY: Jetf Thompson, Toms River
ARIZONA: Roberta Stegan, Phoenix NEW YORK: Werner E. Schmidtman, Rochester
ARKANSAS: Luther T. Lonetree, Fort Smith NORTH CAROLINA: Melvin G. Appel, Greensboro
CALIFORNIA; George Jewett, Mountain View OHIO: Mitchell Wisniewski, Aurora
CHESAPEAKE BAY (DC, DE, MD, VA, WV): OKLAHOMA: V. Thomas Bevel, Oklahoma City
John Bowman, Edgewood, MD PACIFIC NORTHWEST (AK, ALB, BC, ID, MT, OR,
CONNECTICUT: Kenneth B. Zercie, Meriden WA): F. Kathryn Quackenbush, Tacoma, WA
DAKOTAS: Aaron E. Rash, Bismark, ND PENNSYLVANIA: Ronald F. Colyer, Carlisle
FLORIDA: John Lazzaretto, Hialeah . ROCKY MOUNTAIN (CO, WY):
GEORG!A: Larry Hankerson, Decatur Gregory J. Eilers, Lakewood, CO
ILLINOIS: John Onstwedder Iil, Broadview SOUTH CAROLINA:

James A. Springs, Jr., Columbia
SWEDEN: Kjell-Carisson, Stockhelm
TENNESSEE: Douglas D. Woodleeg, Nashville
TEXAS: Joe M. Maberry, Dallas
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO: Stephen Ramroop,

INDIANA: Michael Flannery, Indianapolis
IOWA: John Kilgore, Des Moines

JAPAN: Sadae Nojima, Tokyo

KANSAS: Richard E. M. Fahy, Overland Park

LOUISIANA; Emily L. Kilcrease, Baton Rouge Tunapuna, Trinidad, West Indies
MICHIGAN-ONTARIO: UNIFIED STATES OF RUSSIA:

Allan E. Ruprecht, Dearborn, Ml Valery Aginsky, Moscow
MINNESOTA: Donald H. Hanson, St. Paul U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS: Ancil M. Alexander,
MISSISSIPPL: Clydell Morgan, Jackson Christiansted, St. Croix, VI
MISSOUR!: Kathleen M. Hentges, Kansas City UTAH: Barbara A. Bennett-Crane, Sait Lake City
NEBRASKA: Bruce C. Luhr, Seward WISCONSIN: Roger Heiligenthal, Racine

NEW ENGLAND (MA, ME, NH, RI, VT):
Dorothy A. Morang, Augusta, ME

1997 REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES FOR OTHER AREAS

AUSTRALIA: SAUDI ARABIA: Hamdan Q. Al-Bader, Riyadh
New South Waies: David M. Quinlan, Parramatta SOUTH AFRICA: Riaan van Staden, Pretoria
Victoria: Leonard W. Timewell, Beaumaris SWITZERLAND: Pierre A.J. Margot, Lausanne

CANADA: 'UNITED STATES:

Quebec: Robert Dupel, Aylmer Hawaii: Clifton N. Ohashi, Honolulu
ENGLAND: Kenneth K. Luff, London Kentucky: Roland L. Soule, Louisville
KOREA: Chong N. Chon, Seoul ‘ Nevada: Joseph L, Curtis, Carson City
NEW ZEALAND: John A, Burt, Newlands New Mexico: Jose Beltran, Santa Fe
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